Survey on Barriers to Adoption of Laparoscopic Surgery.
To identify challenges that impede wider adoption of laparoscopy in gynecologic surgery and assessing whether the current training programs are addressing these challenges adequately. A survey was designed to examine barriers to adoption of laparoscopy for practicing gynecologists. The survey was piloted on gynecologic surgeons and was further refined following their feedback. Finally, the survey was deployed to 4273 gynecologists across the United States via e-mail using the national database of the American Medical Association. Respondents were grouped into two categories based on how often they report referral of patients for laparoscopy. Demographics, training, and practice characteristics were compared using Fisher exact tests for categorical variables and t tests for continuous variables. Participants rated factors that were thought to limit laparoscopy use on a 5-point Likert scale; median values of these scores were compared with Wilcoxon rank sum tests. We received 210 responses (29% of people who opened the e-mail and 93% of those who opened the survey). Physicians who perform their own laparoscopies were on average younger and tended to be more subspecialized. Some of the most highly rated limiting factors included lack of adequate surgical volume, reluctance of managing unexpected surgical scenarios, difficulty with video-eye-hand coordination, altered depth perception, and laparoscopic suturing. This survey identified barriers to adoption of laparoscopic surgical techniques beyond what has previously been identified. Based on these findings, novel simulation and continuing medical education curricula can be created to address the primary barriers in order to increase laparoscopic approach to surgery among gynecologists.